LaVernia Primary Policies
ATTENDANCE:
Regular school attendance is essential for a student to make the most of his or her education—to
benefit from teacher-led and school activities, to build each day’s learning on the previous day’s, and to
grow as an individual. Absences from class may result in serious disruption of a student’s mastery of the
instructional materials; therefore, the student and parent should make every effort to avoid
unnecessary absences. Two state laws—one dealing with compulsory attendance, the other with
attendance for course credit—are of special interest to students and parents. They are discussed below.

Compulsory Attendance
State law requires that a student between the ages of six and 18 attend school, as well as any applicable
accelerated instruction program, extended year program, or tutorial session, unless the student is
otherwise excused from attendance or legally exempt.
Students enrolled in prekindergarten or kindergarten are required to attend school.
State law requires attendance in an accelerated reading instruction program when kindergarten, first
grade, or second grade students are assigned to such a program. Parents will be notified in writing if
their child is assigned to an accelerated reading instruction program as a result of a diagnostic reading
instrument.
A student in grades 3–8 will be required to attend any assigned accelerated instruction program, which
may occur before or after school or during the summer, if the student does not meet the passing
standards on the state assessment for his or her grade level and applicable subject area.

Exemptions to Compulsory Attendance
State law allows exemptions to the compulsory attendance requirements for several types of absences if
the student makes up all work. These include the following activities and events:

•

Religious holy days;

•

Required court appearances;

•

Activities related to obtaining United States citizenship;

•

Service as an election clerk; and

•

Documented health-care appointments, including absences for
recognized services for students diagnosed with autism spectrum
disorders.

Failure to Comply with Compulsory Attendance
School employees must investigate and report violations of the state compulsory attendance law. A
student absent without permission from school; from any class; from required special programs, such as

additional special instruction, termed “accelerated instruction” by the state; or from required tutorials
will be considered in violation of the compulsory attendance law and subject to disciplinary action.
A court of law may also impose penalties against both the student and his or her parents if a schoolaged student is deliberately not attending school. A complaint against the parent may be filed in court if
the student:

•

Is absent from school on ten or more days or parts of days within a six-month period in
the same school year, or

•

Is absent on three or more days or parts of days within a four-week period.

Students leaving prior to 2:15 will be given a partial absence for the day.

Parent’s Note after an Absence
When a student must be absent from school, the student—upon returning to school—must bring a note
signed by the parent that describes the reason for the absence. Notes will not be accepted after 72
hours from the student’s return to school. A note signed by the student, even with the parent’s
permission, will not be accepted unless the student is 18 or older.

Doctor’s Note after an Absence for Illness
Upon return to school, a student absent for more than 3 consecutive days because of a personal illness
must bring a statement from a doctor or health clinic verifying the illness or condition that caused the
student’s extended absence from school.
Should the student develop a questionable pattern of absences, the principal or attendance committee
may require a statement from a doctor or health clinic verifying the illness or condition that caused the
student’s absence from school.
[See policy FEC(LOCAL).]

AWARDS AND HONORS
1. PERFECT ATTENDANCE- Attendance will be taken each day for this award. (9:30 a.m.)
STUDENTS MUST BE PRESENT AT THIS ACCOUNTING TIME EVERY DAY TO QUALIFY FOR
THIS AWARD. We will recognize perfect attendance each nine weeks. Early release
from school may affect perfect attendance. Transfer students enrolled during the first
semester will be eligible to receive perfect attendance award for the second semester if
they satisfy the necessary requirements.

